
 

Executive Summary 
 
Purpose of the Study 
To meet Congressional direction, the National Park Service and the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources completed a visitor facilities study to “explore options for the location of 
campgrounds, trails, and other visitor facilities along the Stampede Road alignment”  (Senate 
Report 106-312, page 37).  This study reviews the Stampede Road alignment, considers 
appropriate types of and distances between visitor facilities along a 90-mile corridor, identifies 
soils types, explores opportunities for natural and cultural interpretation along the corridor, and 
discusses land status.  This study also includes information on the natural and cultural 
environment of the study area.   
 
Scenarios 
Ideas for a new north access route have included both a road and a railroad; therefore, the visitor 
facilities study explores locations along the Stampede Road alignment for both a road scenario 
and a railroad scenario.  A third scenario explores locations, or ideas, for visitor facilities that 
could enhance the existing situation and recreational activities that presently occur within the 
study area, whether or not a north access road or railroad is developed.  For each scenario, the 
Stampede Road alignment serves as the common reference point from which locations for visitor 
facilities were explored.   
 
Locations 
The locations discussed throughout the study (and their approximate milepost along the 
Stampede Road alignment) include:   
 

1. George Parks Highway (Milepost 0) 
2. Eight Mile Lake (Milepost 8) 
3. Savage/Teklanika Rivers (Milepost 18) 
4. Teklanike-Sushana Divide (Milepost 21) 
5. Sushana River (Milepost 28) 
6. Toklat-East Fork (Milepost 42) 
7. Toklat-Clearwater Fork (Milepost 51) 
8. Stampede Mine (Milepost 56) 
9. Myrtle-Willow Divide (Milepost 75) 
10. Kantishna/Wonder Lake (Milepost 90) 

 
The locations, or “nodes of development,” encompass a general area as opposed to a specific 
geographical site defined by acreage and definitive boundaries.  Maps and descriptions of each 
location are provided in the study.  Visitor facilities within these nodes of development could 
serve travelers along a road or railroad transportation corridor.  A comprehensive environmental 
analysis would be required for access to and development at any of these locations.   
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Types of Visitor Facilities Considered 
Various combinations of visitor facilities are presented for the different locations, and the types 
of visitor facilities tend to vary among the scenarios.  The types of visitor facilities considered 
include: 
• Visitor information center  
• Train depot 
• Campground 
• Dispersed campsites 
• Restroom facilities 
• Trails 
• Public use cabins 
• Lodge 

• Picnic tables and shelters 
• Waysides 
• Interpretive exhibits and trails 
• Viewing platforms 
• Informational/Interpretive Kiosks 
• Footbridges 
• Fee station 
• Food service facility 

 
Refer to the summary table on the following page for an overview of the visitor facilities 
considered at the ten locations for each of the three scenarios. 
 
Natural and Human Resource Conditions 
Appendix E of the study provides an overview of the existing natural and human resource 
conditions found along the Stampede Road alignment, including soils, climate, wildlife, 
vegetation and cultural resources. 
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Summary of Scenarios:  Optional Locations and Visitor Facilities 
 
 
  

 
Road Scenario 

 
Railroad Scenario 

 
Existing Situation 

Location 1 - 
George Parks  
Highway 
 
 
 
 
 

• Visitor Info Center 
• Parking area 
• Tent/RV 

Campground 
• Dispersed campsites 
• Interpretation 
• Hiking trails 
• Picnic tables/shelter 

• Visitor Info Center/ 
Train Depot 

• Parking area 
• Tent/RV campground 
• Interpretation 
• Hiking trails 
• Railroad Interchange 

Facility 
• Picnic tables/shelter 

• Interpretive signing 
• Hiking trail 
• Parking area 
 

Location 2 - 
Eight Mile Lake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Parking area 
• Tent/RV 

campground 
• Dispersed campsites 
• Restroom facilities 
• Trailhead & trails  
• Wayside 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelter 
• Lake access 
• Fee station 
• Public use cabin(s) 

• Parking area 
• Tent/RV campground 
• Dispersed campsites 
• Restroom facilities 
• Trailhead & trails  
• Wayside 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelter 
• Lake access 
• Public use cabin(s) 

• Improved parking 
• Restroom facilities 
• Campground 
• Dispersed campsites 
• Trailhead and trails 
• Interpretive 

opportunities 
• Picnic tables/shelter 
• Lake access 
• Public use cabin(s) 
 

Location 3 - 
Savage/Teklanika  
Rivers 

• Parking area 
• Campground 
• Dispersed campsites 
• Restroom facilities 
• Trailhead & trails 
• Wayside 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelter 
• River access 

• Trails • Dispersed campsites 
• Interpretive signing 
• Wildlife viewing 

opportunities 
• Trails 
• Public use cabin(s) 

Location 4 - 
Teklanika- 
Sushana Divide 
 
 

• Wayside 
• Restroom facilities 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables 
• Hiking trail 
• River access 

• Trails  • Designated trail 
• Interpretive 

opportunities 
 

Location 5 - 
Sushana River 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Parking area 
• Campground 
• Dispersed campsites 
• Restroom facilities 
• Trailhead & trails 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelter 
• Public use cabins 
• Fee station 
• River access 

• Camping, cabins, 
lodge 

• Restroom facilities 
• Train stop 
• Trailhead and trails 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelter 

• Designated trail 
• Dispersed campsites 
• Interpretive signing 
• Public use cabin(s) 
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Road Scenario 
 
Railroad Scenario 

Enhancement  
of the 
Existing Situation 

Location 6 -  
Toklat-East Fork 
 
 
 
 

• Wayside 
• Restroom facilities 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables 
• Hiking trail 

Not applicable Not applicable 

Location 7 -  
Toklat-
Clearwater Fork 
 
 
 

• Wayside 
• Restroom facilities 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables 
• Hiking trail 

Not applicable Not applicable 

Location 8 - 
Stampede Mine 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Parking area 
• Campground 
• Dispersed campsites 
• Restroom facilities 
• Trailhead & trails 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelter 
• Information kiosk 
• Small admin. cabin 
 

• Campground 
• Dispersed campsites 
• Restroom facilities 
• Train stop 
• Interpretive loop trail 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelter 
• Small admin. cabin 
 

• Dispersed campsites 
• Interpretive trail 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelter 
• Information kiosks 
• Small admin. cabin 
 

Location 9 - 
Myrtle-Willow 
Divide 
 
 
 
 
 

• Parking area 
• Restroom facilities 
• Interpretive signing 
• Viewing platform 
• Trailhead and trails 
• Small loop trail 
• Small nature center 

• Train stop 
• Restroom facilities 
• Trailhead and trails 
• Interpretive signing 
• Viewing platform 

Not applicable 

Location 10 - 
Kantishna/ 
Wonder Lake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Parking area 
• Campground 
• Restroom facilities 
• Trailhead & trails 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelter 
• Visitor Info Center 
• Intermodal facility 
• Food service facility 

• Interchange facility 
• Visitor Info Center 
• Parking area 
• Camping/Lodging 
• Restroom facilities 
• Trailhead and trails 
• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelter 
• Food service facility 

• Designated trail 
system 

• Interpretive signing 
• Picnic tables/shelters 
• Restroom facilities 
• Information kiosks 
 

 iv


