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River or Lake
hleknagik Lake

Anéreafsky River
Aniak River
Becharof Lake

Big Lake

Blzck River

Chandalar Lake
Cnandalar River'
Cnena River

Lake Clark

Innoko River

John River

Kantishna River
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Navigable Waters partial listing of probable navigable waters
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Inland liavigable Waters

Aporoximate

20
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45
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pmat e

of Alaska

Remarks

Yiavigable full length. Head of
Yood River. ’

Tributary of Yukon River.
Tributary of Kuskokwim River.,

Empties into Egegik River.
Drainage to tidal waters not .
considered navigable. '

Tributary to Porcupine River.

Located on tha North Fork
Chandalar River. -

100 miles long, tributary of
Yukon River.

Yavigable to Cushman St. Bridge, .
tributary of Tanana River.

1 to 3.5 miles wide, comnnects with

Lake Iliamna via Newhalen River.
¥ewhalen not navigable.

Tributary of Kuskokwim River.
Tributary of Xuskoxwim River.

Holy Cross to Dikeman.

Keads Kvichak River. Navigable fu
length. . ‘ )

Tributary of Yukon River.
Tributary of Xoyukuk River.

Tributary of Tanana River.

BILM Curt McVee letter to Joe Upicksoun




Yenai Lzke

Kenal River

Kobukx River

KoyuXuk River

_Kuskokwim River

¥uzitrin River

Louise, Lake

Mulchatna River

Naknak River

Iushagak River

- Paxon Lzke

Porcupine River
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Havigabla by shallow draft launc
Total drains Tustamena Lake.

Navigable full length. Heads tt
Kenai River. .

Brages dock at cannery at high v
1.5 miles upstirean.

Small vessels travel to mlnes.

lavigable partly on freshets.
Tributary of Yukon River.

McGrath is head of river naviga-
tion at mile 400. River is 500
miles long, empties into Kushkok
Bay. ’

Shallow draft vessels travel to

. Shelton. Empties into Imuruk

Basin.

Cannery tenders of 10-Ffoot drafrt
go 22 miles upstream to Alaganik
River. Launches continue to the
of the river at Lake Iliamna.

L miles wide. Head&ater'of
Susitna R. :

Tributafy of Nushagak River

The mouth is head of deep draft

gation in Kvichak Bay.

Empties into Kotzebue Sound.
Tributary of Chena River.

Ocean-going vessels go to mouth

- of Vood River; small vessels
. continue on- '

On course of Gulkana River,
tributary of “the Copper River. -

Tributary of Yukon River.

20 miles wide.

BLM McVee to Joe Upicksoun
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Takotna River

Tannana River

Tustemena Lake

Uzashik Raver
wood River
Yentina River

“Yvkon River
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On Kenai River.

Navigéble length shown’

£laska.

Tributary of Porcupine River.

e
%]
e
o

Tributary of Kuskokwim River.

Head of ocean-goling navigation is

mouth of river.

Sternwheelers have

gone to confluence of Talkeetna!l

River 75 miles.

Tributary of Kuskokwim River.

275 miles navigable by river
steamers; remainder by launches.

City of Nenana

250 miles above

confluence of Yukon River is
transfer point of supplies from
Alaska Railroad to the river.

Head of.Kasilof River.

Cannery wharf 13 miles upstream
has 1t foot depth at high tide and
is dry at half tide.

Flows into Susitna River.

¥ileage to Caﬂadlan border.

BIM McVee to Joe Upicksoun
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01/21/76
Inland Navigable Rivers of Alaska
Approximate
Rivers : Miles Remarks

Alsek River 50 - Drains out of Canada,
Tidal to near border.

Anuk River 25 North of Ketchikan.

Andreafsky River 15 Tributary of Yukon River.

| A“EEKWE?VEE 45 Tributary of Kuskokwim

o - River, Navigable to
junction with Salmon
River.

Aphrewn River (Kashunuk River) 100 Navigable to Chukwoktulik
Village.

Aquikchuk River 10 Tidal influence, Chefornak
area.

Azun River 30 30 miles is approximate
upper extent of tidal
influence.

Black River 50 Drains into Bering Sea

' ' near Black.

Black River 30 Tributary to Porcupine
River. Navigable to
Chalkyitsik.

Black Slough 2 Tributary of Nushagak

: River, tidal.
Buckland River 20 Navigable to Buckland.

-

Canal system between Kasigluk

and Nunapitchuk 3 Kasigluk area.

Chandalar River 75 100 miles long, tributary
of Yukon River. Navigable
to Caro.

Chena River - ’ 6 Navigable from mouth to

Cushman St. Bridge,
tributary of Tanana River.



Iniand Navigable Rivers of Alaska Page 2 of 9

Approximate
Rivers Miles
Chilkat River 50
Chisana River 30
Colville River 85
Copper River 230
Dangerous River 12

Davidson Slough (See Kuzitrim River)

Ear River 20
East Fork of Togiak River 20
Egegik River 25
Ekasluktuli River ‘ 1
Fish Creek 5
George Creek 5
Good Pasture River 15

01/21/76

Remarks

Drains out of Canada north
of Haines.

Navigable to confluence
with Scotty Creek.

Navigable to Umiat.

Navigable to the confluence
with Slana River.

Drains Harlequin Lake.

Tributary to Kun River,
tidal influence to Sec. 16,
T.21N., R.89W.

A branch of the Togiak
River.

Tributary of Kuskokwim
River, navigable to
confluence with Middle
Fork.

Drains Becharof Lake.

Tidal 1 mile upstream from
mouth on north side of
Kokechik Bay.

Navigable from Manafield
Lake downstream to the
Little Tanana Slough.

The outlet of George Lake.
Navigable from the lake to
the Tanana River.

Navigable to the confluence
with the South Fork.



% [nland Navigable Rivers of Alaska Page 3 of ¢
i 01/21/76
~§ Approximate -
1 Rivers Miles Remarks
Holitna River 75 Tributary of Kuskokwim

River. Navigable upstream
to its confluence with
Kogrukluk River.

glditarod River... 50 Navigable from Holy Cross
to Dikeman,

Igoshik River ‘ -

Inklin River

Innoko River ; 200 Tributary of Yukon River,
navigability ends at Renni
Landing.

Ishkowik River 25 Is subject to tidal

influence to major fork in
the river in Sec. 28,
T.IN., R.79W., S.M.

g Jewn River 5 Navigable, tidal to
| center of Sec. 6, T. 2N.,
‘ R.77W., S.M.
John River 275 Tributary of Koyukuk
River, navigable to Hunt
Fork.
Johnson River (Lower) 30 Upstream from mouth to
; Kasigluk.
~Johnson River (Tundra River)- 40 Navigablerro Kasigluk'i
Kantishna River 75 Tributary of Tanana River,

navigable to Roosevelt.

Kasilof River 6 Navigable by shallow draft
launch, drains Tustamena
Lake.

Keeguk River Chefornak area.

Kenai River 15 Barges dock at cannery at
high water 1.5 miles
upstream.




Inland Navigable Rivers of Alaska

o iR

Approximate
Rivers Miles
Kialik River 15
Kikneak River 10
Kinak River 5
Kinia River 35

Kmia River

Kisaralik River

1

wer 200

Kolavinarak River 40
Kolomak River 15
Komoiarak Slough 5
Kongnignanohk River 1
Koyuk River 10
Koyukuk River 500

Page 4 of 9
01/21/76

Remarks

Tidal to main fork in
center of Section 12,
T.5N., R.76W.

Tributary to the Kun
River, tidal influence.

Navigable to the village
of Tuntutuliak. Tidal to
the north boundary of
T.3N., R.78W., S.M.

Drains Dall Lake.

Navigable upstream to
major fork in stream in
Section 13., T. 9N.,
R.67W., S.M.

Small vessels travel to
mines. Navigability stops
at Kobuk.

Tidal influence throughout
the Native selection area
and to Baird Inlet.

Tributary of the Kokechik
River.

Tributary of the Kwecharak
River, this includes an
unnamed lake at the
headwaters,

Used for travel, trade,
and commerce up to the
village of Kongiganak.

Navigable from the mouth
to Dime Landing.

Navigable to Bettles.
Tributary of Yukon River.
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Inland

Rivers

Kuguklik River

Kun River

Kuskokwim River

Kuttak River

Kutukuan River

Kuzitrin River

Davidson Slough

Kvichak River

Kwecharak River

Kwigillingok River

vigable Rivers of Alaska

Approximate
Miles

50

20

15

10

45

15
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Remarks

This river is used for
commerce up to Kipnuk.
Tidal influence extends
above Kipnuk completely
through the selection area
and into T.2S., R.83W.,
S.M.

Drains into Bering Sea at
Scammon Bay. Tidal
influence to Section 31,
T.21N., R.88W.

Tidal influence extends to
Tuluksak. General rule is
that 1if a slough 1is
connected to the river at

both ends, it 1s part of the

river.

Tributary of Kokechik
River.

Is tidal.

Shallow draft vessels
travel to Shelton.
Empties into Imuruk
Basin.

Part of Kuzitrin River.

Cannery tenders of 10-foot
draft go 22 miles upstream
to Alaganik River. Small

fishing boats continue to

the head of the river and

into Lake Iliamna.

Tributary to the Kokechik
River. Navigability due
to tidal influence.

Navigable to and including
Kolekfikpuk Lake.
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Intand Navigable Rivers of Alaska

Approximate
__dnles

Rivers

Little Tanana Slough

Lower Healy River

Mark Creck

Mekoryuk River (Nunivak Island)

Mekoryuk River
(East of Baird Inlet)

/ Mulchatna River

Naknek River

Nebesna River

Ninglick River

15

20

100

20

60

40
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Remarks

This includes all of
Mansfield Lake, Fish Creeck
from Mansfield Lake
downstream to the Little
Tanana Slough, and the
slough from that point
dovnstream to the Tanana

River.

Navigable near its con-—
fluence with the Tanana
River, the area of Mark
Creek that runs silty
water 1s navigable. Where
Mark Creek becomes a clear
water stream it is not
navigable.

Navigable to the village
of Mekoryuk.

Tidal to north side of
Sec. 18, T.5N., R.76W.,
S.M., at the main fork in
the stream.

Tributary of Nushagak
River. Navigable to
confluence with Chili-
kadrota River.

The mouth is head of deep
draft navigation in
Kvichak Bay.

From its mouth to the
village site of Nebesna,
early use by~miners and
traders.

Drains west end of Baird
Inlet.



Inland Navigable Riyvers.of Alaskg

Rivers

Niukluk River

Noatak River

Noyes Slough

Nushagak River

Pikmiktalik River

Poreugine Riger

Riley Channel

Salcha River

Sapsuk River

Sheenjak River

Snake River

Stikine River

Stony River

Approximate
Miles

25

100

125

15

150

25

50

10

80

20

30

65

4
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Remarks

Navigable from the mouth
to Council. Drains into
Golovnin Bay.

Empties into Kotzebue
Sound. Navigable to
confluence of Kugururok

River.
Tributary of Chena River.

Ocean-going vessels go the
mouth of Wood River; small
vessels continue on.
Navigable to Koliganek
Village.

Navigable to the village
of Amautluak.

Tributary of the Yukon
River.

Out of the Kobuk River.

Navigable to confluence
with North Fork.

Tidal to confluence with
Caribou River,

Tributary of Porcupine
River. Navigable to
confluence with Koness
River.

Drains Lzke Nunavaugaluk
(Snake L.)

Navigable as per treaty of
Washington.

Tributary of Kuskokwim
River. Navigable to Lime
Village.



Inland Navigable Rivers of Alaska

Approximate

Rivers Miles
Sulatna River : 75
Susitna River 75
Tagayarak River 10
Takotna River 20

{Eﬁkwaive 10
Tanana River 500
Tetlin River 15
Togiak River 50
Toksook River 15

Tuksuk Channel 6

Page 8 of g
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Remarks

Navigable to Tamarack
Landing,

lead of ocean-going
navigation is mouth of
river. Steruvheelers have
gone to confluence of
Talkeetna River, 75 miles.

To abandoned site of
Tagayarak, stream is also
tidal to this point.

Tributary of Kuskokwim
River. Wavigable to
Tokotna.

SE Alaska

275 miles navigable by
river steamers; remainder
by launches. City of
Nenana 250 miles above
confluence of Yukon River
is transfer point of
supplies from Alaska
Railroad to the river.

Drains Tetlin Lake. The
river up to the old site
of Tetlin is navigable.

Is navigable through the
Native selection area.
Has been used in the past
for trade and commerce to
and from the old villages
along the river.

Is tidal and navigable to
a point threé miles above

the village of Nightmuite.

Drains Imuruk Basin.



3

Inland

Rivers

Tuluksak River

Tununak River

Ugashik River

Ungalikthluk River

Uhuk River

Unnamed Lake

Wood River

Yentna River

|
|

- Yukon River

S = .

Navigable Rivers of Alaska

Approximate
Miles

13

) 1800 acres

20

70

1430

Page 9 of 9
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Remarks

Upstream from its con-
fluence with the Kuskokwim
to the barge landing

glte in See. 32, I.12K.,
R.64W., S.M.

Navigable (Tidal) in Area
of Tununak.

Abandoned cannery wharf at
Ugashik 13 miles upstream
has 14 foot depth at high
tide and is dry at half
tide. Navigable to
village of Ugashik.

In Toglak area. Tidal
influence.

Drained by Kuguklik
River, T.2S., R83W.

Drains Lake Aleknegik. Is
tributary of Nushagak
River. )

Flows into Susitna River.
Navigable to Youngstown.

Mileage to Canadian
border. For slough along
the Yukon, the general
rule is that if a slough
is connected to the river
at both ends, it is part
of the river.



2620 (NAV) (932)

{
G
[V 9]
L]

Memorandum
To: State Director, Alaska
From: Chief, Division of Resources

Subject: Review of SS Reports - Taku River Quadrangle

A report has been received from the Anchorage District Office discussing
State selections plotted on the USGS 1:250,000 Taku River quadrangle. The
selections, with descriptions and acreages given below, are on the State's
FY 1980 priority list:

AA18001 Taku River area 4,480

AA18005 Taku Harbor 3,000
7,480 Ac. %

Supplemental data considered pertinent is as follows:

S5 AA18001

The Wright River and Sittakanay River are both glacial rivers. Wright
glacial lies about three miles easterly of the selection area, and it is
probable that the river flows through a morainal plain, with channels that
shift with variations in water discharge from the lake at the foot of the

glacier.

Sittakanay Glacier is in Canada, about nine miles easterly of the selection
area. The Sittakanay River flows through a narrow, steep canyon for much of
its length, and flows through a gentler terrain only towards its junction
with the Taku River. Here it is shown on the USGS Taku River quadrangle map
as a typical braided glacial stream mouth, with many channels flowing
through glacial deposits.

SS AA18005

Only a portion of Taku Lake lies within the selection area. The USGS Juneau
(A-1) 1:63,360 quadrangle shows a trail extending up the creek draining Taku
Lake from Taku Harbor, a distance of about a mile. The trail begins at the
community of Taku Harbor.

Typical settlement patterns in southeast Alaska have been primarily on the
coast or major inlets, with only scattered exceptions. The exceptions were
usually those made in connection with, and during the period of, development
and utilization of a natural resource such as timber or minerals. No
buildings are shown on the USGS 1:63,360 quadrangle and it is assumed no
development of this nature has occurred here.



It can be assumed that if development of nature were to take place in the
area around the lake, the existing trail to the lake would be upgraded to a
road, and commuting from the already established community of Taku Harbor,
with its existing amenities and water and air access would occur.

The reports were reviewed for content and to insure consistency with the
December 14, 1979, ANCAB decision on navigable waters. I agree with the
conclusions and recommendations contained in the reports as supplemented
above, and fine them consistent with the ANCAB decision.

Your concurrence is requested.

I concur:

- TOSASMEE feirs

State Director Date

cc:
Mac Wheeler, ADO (013)

932:SBerg:ak:3/4/80:x3355



UNITED STATES GOV ERNMENT
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Memorandum BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT N REPLy Reren Tol
2620 (013)
To : SD (932) i Date: FEB 29 1980

FroMm : DM=-A ' 5E§1
SUBJECT : Navigability Recommendations for Taku River Quadrangle FY 80 2/¢7/

Enciosed is a report of FY 80 navigability recommendations for the Taku River
1:250,000 quadrangle. This short format report addresses all known state
selections on the quadrangle for FY 80.

The report was written based on a review of available maps and review of AEIDC
contract material. There was no on-site field investigation.

We submit this report for your review, signature, and distribution to the

appropriate office(s).
e 2 4/"/ gzL/L/

£S5/ RICHARD V. IJNDALL
Enclosure
cc:
SD (932)

Hydrologist (013)
File (013)

0sC-1541-2



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MAMNAGEMENT

NAVIGABILITY REPORT TITLE PAGE

State District
Alaska ‘ Anchorage
Quadrangle Name and FY Organization Code Report Number
Taku River FY 80 013 1 (Total)
Type of Action Format
Short

State Selections

Applicant's Name ] Address (include zip code)

State of Alaska N/A
Remarks:
LANDS INVOLVED
Township Range “-ian Serial Number Watershed Acres (est.)
T. 38 & 39 §. R. 71 M AA~-18001 N/A 4,480
T. 44 S, R. 7( M AA~18005 N/A 3,000

Total 7,480

Purpose of report

Recommendations on Navigable and Non-Navigable waters within selected lands

for Talki River Quadrangle FY 80.

Prepared by Title Date of Report
Bob Wiseman Natural Resource Spec. 2/27/80
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NAVIGABILITY REPORT
TAKU RIVER QUADRANGLE - FY 80
REPORT #1 (SHORT FORMAT)

Primary Policy Guidelines
Memorandum from Hugh C. Garner, Solicitor's Office, Washington, D.C. to
Director, Bureau of Land Management, "Title to Submerged Lands for

Purposes of Administering ANCSA," March 16, 1976.

Source of Information
A. USGS Quadrangles (Scales 1:63,360-1:250,000)

B. Master Title Plats
Master title plats were consulted to determine land status regarding

ownership, withdrawals, power projects, etc.

C. State -~ BLM Water Delineation Maps
In 1974 the State of Alaska submitted water delineation maps to BLM
covering waterbodies within the state which they considered navigable.
Later, at an informal meeting between Anchorage District personnel
and State of Alaska personnel, the State annotated the maps to
include additional waterbodies. BLM also delineated those water-
bodies had which appeared to be navigable under current guidelines.
No work was done in southeast Alaska.

D. National Oceanic Survey Charts

E. AEIDC
The University of Alaska, AEIDC (Arctic Environmental Information

and Data Tenter), under contract to BLM, researched historic infor-
mation in Alaska and extracted the information relevant to many
waterbodies in Alaska. The information is arranged alphabetically
by watershed. Copies of the contract data are available at the
Alaska Resources Library, Anchorage District BLM, Fairbanks District

BLM, and BLM State Office.

Selections
A. Serial No. AA-18001 (4,480 acres)

1, General
a. Location, Development, and Accessibility

The selection is shown on the Taku River C-5, 6 quad-
rangles in T. 38 and 39 S., R. 71 E., CRM. It is at the
mouth of the Taku River shortly after it crosses the
border from British Columbia, Canada into Alaska. Juneau
is 28 air miles to the southwest. Cabins are numerous
along this portion of the river and Taku Lodge is located
about six miles downstream. Marine access is good via
Taku Inlet.

b. Topography
The selection 1s made on the Taku and Wright River flats
with only a hill present which rises to 1,030 feet,



Lakes

One lake, of about five acres, is present in the selection.
It is in a canyon less than one-fourth mile wide with very
steep sides at an elevation of about 400 feet.

Streams .
The Taku River 1s the major stream. It appears to be
influenced by the tide nearly to the selection or possibly
inte it. The river is about 80 miles long and connects
the high plateau country of British Columbia with the
coast. It derives much of its flow from glacier melt and
this increases the hazards to navigation such as shifting
bars, high velocities, and sudden fluctuations in volume.
Other obstacles are log jams, shallows, and rapids, narrow
canyons, islands, and floating ice chunks.

The Wright River joins the Taku within the selection.

This river is about three miles long, draining a lake
which has formed at the base of Wright Glacier. This lake
is fed by Hidden Creek which derives much of its water
from glacial melt also.

Several short unnamed creeks flow into the Taku River.
Fish Creek is the only small stream that is named. It is
about four miles in length and has two tributaries. The
Sittakanay River joins the Taku along the north boundary
of the selection. It is a short glacial fed river with a
characteristic braided streambed.

Historic Use

AEIDC makes 55 references to the Taku River and its use
for transportation of men and supplies, trading, and a
route to the interior and Yuken River system. It was also
used by miners, explorers, Indians, and surveyors. Its
history of use dates well into the 1800s. AEIDC makes no
reference to the Wright River or the Sittakanay River.

Land Status
The selection is within the Tongass Natiomal Forest.
Master title plats show no private lands within the

selection.

Physical and Commercial Susceptibility

The Taku River is both physically capable and commercially
susceptible to various kinds of travel, trade, and commerce.
The Wright River, although physically capable of limited
use, does not have a known history of use or an apparent
reason for future use.

Map



2. Recommendations
Based on the above information, I recommend that the Taku River

be considered administratively navigable to the international
It is physically navigable beyond this point at least

i border.
R e to Tulsequah. I further recommend that all other waters in the
Sl e swieszio:;bawgansidgred administratively non-navigable.
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B.

Serial No. AA-18005 (3,000 acres)
General

i.

a.

h.

Location, Development, and Accessibility

The selection is shown on Juneau A-1 and Taku River A-6
quadrangles in T. 44 S., R. 70 E., CRM. The selection was
made around Taku Harbor. This small development includes
several docks for boat and seaplane use. The harbor
itself provides excellent protection. Several buildings,
trails, and a dam are also present. Marine access is good
via Stephens passage from Juneau which is 22 air miles
northwest.

Topography

The land on both the west and east sides of the harbor
rises rapidly from sea level to over 2,000 feet. A valley
extends to the north to Taku Lake and on over a pass of
about 350 feet to tidewater at Slocum Inlet.

Lakes
Taku Lake is the only lake affected by the selection. It
covers about 30 acres with 10 acres within the selection.

It is about 2,000 feet long.

Streams
A stream flows south about a mile from Taku Lake into Taku

Harbor. A trail is present along its left bank. Two
other short, steep creeks are present of about a mile in

length. One has a dam constructed across it.

Historic Use
AEIDC has no information on Taku Lake or the unnamed

streams.

Land Status
The selection is within the Tongass National Forest.
Several small tracts of private land are present.

Physical and Commercial Susceptibility
Taku Lake is at an elevation of about 250 feet so that the

stream draining into it falls this distance in less than
one mile. The other two drainages are much steeper so
that physical limitations largely preclude their use for
travel or transportation. ’

Map

Recommendations

Based on the above information, I recommend that all fresh-
waterbodies within the selection area be considered adminis-
tratively non-navigable. All tidal waters within the selection
area are considered navigable under the Submerged Lands Act (67
STAT. 29, PL-31, May 22, 1953). The mean high tide line will
be established at the time of survey.



@

Attty
[

|

an?

r—

‘
e}

Mt

—
N
i,

1

1
A
d(l

<
O
T 4
W}é‘/v » L %y
- — ‘; -~ 3
A\ Grave Ptﬁhf)\' ‘&Q P .
& .
(4 rey N
\ Stockade 1 [/
\ 8
\ L
\ e
R

i Tak
7 ; g Sese v, 12

.
"
nef
T
o ""-vmy»ﬂ“"m/"

u
3 *» «Harbor

g

~foos .
\,
\\ ~
\\
\\
\\
\\
\\
\ 5
N -

NTER LA GOt AL B B f T Al

S
“ oL meery

t

vJ‘
.-

-

2

Peak /-
e

<

;P
Everst

A

~

A
‘ N S
R T P SIS

t-—

ek |

fillmore Pew

t




IV. Summary of Recommendations

Serial No. Legal Description

AA-18001 T. 38 and 39 S., R. 71 E., CRM

AA-18005 T. 44 S., R. 70 E., CRM

V. Map: Taku River 1:250,000

. 2/7,° N
7, ,pﬁi /451377L/ﬁl7t/
Vit :

Natural Resource Specialist

[M(,/Lv Y Merncpe

%iéa Manager, Peninsula Resource Area

i< )

13Trict Manager

Attachment

Recommendation

Taku River is navigable.
All other fresh-waterbodies
are administratively non-
navigable.

No navigable waters

.;“3/13 o

Date /

z/29 [sc

Date

2 /59 /60

Date




