






























































Successors to the Ontario Canoe Co., Ltd. 
PETERBOROUGH, 

ONTARIO, CANADA. 

. W. H. HILL, J. Z. ROGERS, 
PRESIDENT SEC. AND MAN-DIRECTOR. 

THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS 
OF ALL KINDS OF 

HUNTING ... 
FISHING and 
SAILING ..... 

~ GftNOES 
********?l~ IN BASSWOOD, CEDAR, BUTTERNUT, ETC. 

Skiffs-Single Banders, Sail Boats, Sailing Yachts, 
Steam Yachts, Sails, Canoe Fittings, Camp Furniture, 

.Tents an,d all kinds nf Camp Goods, &c. 
Send 3c. Stamp for Catalogue, and get our prices before buying, 

as we can give you better value for your money than 
you can get elsewhere. 
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·ft G~apter~ 
6'.0N.rc> 

-++--
E excitement of the Rossland, Rat Po_rtage, 
londike and other Gold ;Fields has called 

attention to the use of LARGE CANOES such 
as we have been buil~ing for years for the use of ex­
plorer~, sur~eyor~. and others who ~eecl to carry ~n 
them a larger load than the ordmary canoe w1ll 
accommodate. 

\Ve are getting so many enquiries that we place in 
print some facts to give all possible · information about 
the canoes, ·for many write us who have not an ade­
quate idea of the capabilities of a canoe, what they 
are, or what they will carry. 

We are nearly out of Catalogues and these · 
Pamphlets. We have ~een very busy this season and 
besides other orders have sold a company six hundred 
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PETERBOROUGH CANOE CO., Limited. 
--------:-------------------
Canoes, which they have sold at Dyea, Vancouver, 
Edmonton, Prince Albert, and other points in the 
North \Vest. It is too late to get out another 
Catalogue this year, so we are reprinting this 
Catalogue and shall be glad to give you any further 
information and to answer any enquiries . . 

For exploring and travelling where there are large 
loads to be carried we think there is no craft as good 
as our large 18 ft. and 19 ft. canoes. Their carrying 
capacity is large, ~hey are light and easily ha!!dled, 
and two men will paddle them or po~tage them easily. 
Men. take up much less space in a boat paddling 
t~an they do rowing as there must be a la~ge clear 
space near the centre of the craft, for a man to row, 
but he can ~it on the top of the load and paddle. 

We have the largest and.best canoe o_r boat factory 
in the country, and have all the nee essary machinery, 
and have always a large quantity of dry lumber on 
hand, so that we are always in a position to build -any­
thing that may be required from a canoe or a skiff to a 

. steam launch, ancl have had many years experience. 

The Peterb_orough Canoe is the Canoe for prospec­
tors and survey_ors use, or f(>r hunting, sailing or 
pleasure, and affords the best and easiest conveyance 
over water stretches. The model is the principal 
thing in canoe building ; and while we construct and 
furnish our Canoes on correct principles, our models 

' are .what have given tl-ie world-wide reputation they · 
enjoy. For speed, carrying capacity, ease of paddling 
and steadiness, out Canoes have taken foremost rank 
against all comers the world -over. 
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PETERBOROUGH CANOE CO., Limited. 
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LARGE OR WAR CANOES. 

. OUR 30 FT. WAR CANOE. rr HE largest canoes we have constructed are 
sometimes known as "War Canoes" and are 

used as Club canoes. vVe built the these 
~e_y_~~rs a$_~ a~d it is s ti~ in use. Such canues.are 

' 30 ft. long, 50 in. beam, and will carry 
( or ahout 3800 lbs , and will weigh about 

OUR 25 FT. X SO....IJ-~N:.;;.• ..;C;o:.A.:.;.N~O;.:E::...·-·----.... 

'rhe next size is 2 5 ft. x 50 in. beam, will carry ) 

~out 3200 lbs. ~nd will weigh ab~ut 300 ~ound~ 
Again; we bmld these canoes m all s1zes below 

this as will be seen by list at the end of this chapter. 

PETERBOROUGH CANOE CO., Limited. 

OuR CANOES were selected and used for years by 
the Government for use in exploration work. We 
built the canoes used by l\Ir. William Ogilvie, D.L.S., 

·of the Department of the Interior, and who was Gov­
ernment Commissioner at Dawson City, on the Yukon, · 
for his trip down the Yukon and across to and up 
the Mackenzie River in 1887. 

. ';..,. 
/ THIS CUT IS ONE OF OUR 

\· -· ----~A~N~D~S~H~O~W~S~C~~~~~~I~T~Y~· ------

OUR CANOES ON THE YUKON . . 
MR. OGLIVIE, in his report, refers to these . 

canoes as follows:-'' A word ·or two about 
"these canoes may not be out of place. They were 
"made by the Ontario, (now Peterborough) Canoe 
"Company, of Peterborough. Both were of special 
"make and some~ utside the om an 's usual 
"St)~of-B-ttikl.JOne was IS ft. long, the other 19 
' ft., both 40 in. beam and 18 in. d~ep. They were 
' built of basswood, painted ; the bottom planks 
' being .Ys in. thick and the sides i in. They were 
' extra strong, and higher at the bow and stern than 

"the usual make. \Vhen dry they weighed about 
"140 ILs. each, so that two men could without diffi-
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PETERBOROUGH CANOE CO., Limited. 

" culty carry them. Th~y would each' hold two 
"men and 1400 lbs. without being at all overloaded 
" and could with ease then be driven 4 to 4~ miles 
" per hour. I had them furnished with moveable 
"canvas decks, which could be fitted on and made 
"the canoes almost water-tight. These two . canoes 
"travelled about 3000 miles by rail and 1ooo miles 
"by steamship before being brought into service. 
'' They did considerable work on Chilkoot and Taiya 
" Inlets, and were then packed o~er to the head of 
"Lewes River, (Lake Lyndeman), from where they 
'• were used in making the survey of the Lewis 
"and Yukon Rivers. In this work they made about 
'' 6 50 landings. They were then transported on . 
'• sleighs from , the boundary on Yukon River to 
"navigable water ·on th.e Porcupine. In the spring 
"of 1888 they descended the latter, heavily loaded, 
"and through much rough water, to the mouth of 
"Bell's River and up it to McDougall's Pass. They 
"were then carried over the p~ss to Poplar River, 
"used in' going down the latter to Peet's River, anti 
"thence up the MacKenzie River 1400 miles ; . or 
"exclusive ot railway and ship carriage, they were 
"carried about 170 miles and did about 2500 miles 
''of work for the expedition, making in all about 
'' 1700 landings in no easy manner and going through 
''some very bad water. I left them at'Fort Chipewyan 
''in fairly good condition, ancl, with a little painting, 
''they would go throu,gh the sccrne oTdectl 
"again." 

MR. OGILVIE'S CANOE WITH CANVAS COVER. 

PETERBOROUGH CANOE CO., Limited. 

The canvas covers referred to were fastened to the 
gunwales with ·thumb screws and false gunwales, and 
each man sat with his feet in a pocket sewn into the 
cover, with a wood rim · laced around it, and if the 
water got into it he picked up bottom of the pocket. 
and the water was tossed overboard. 

OGILVIE'S uNELSON" CANOES. 

OGILVIE'S NELSON CANOE· 

THIS cut is of another canoe we built for Mr. 
Ogilvie in 1891, which he named the 0 Nelson' 

for his exploring trip on the River Nelson. It was 19 
ft. long, 44 in. beam, 24 in. deep with inside gunwales 
and com bing ; the same as our Solid Comfort Canoes· 
de.scribed in our catalogue. TI is easy to attach a can­
vas cover to these canoes, as it can be hooked over 
the combing and is easily put on and taken off, aud 
does· not interfere with paddling. 

OUR CANOES IN THE BARREN 
LANDS. 

THE Canoes we built for Mr. J. B. Tyrrell,- of 
the Geological Survey J)epartment, for his 

explorations through the Barren Lands west of 
Hudson Bay, in 1893-94, were No 68, 18ft. and No. 
69, 19ft. canoes, and were made of the best .::edar and 
varnished, a_nd were built to combine great strength 
with lightness. 
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/ PETERBOROUGH CANOE CO., Limited. 

BY CANOE THROUGH LABRADOR. 
WE built for Mr. A. P. Low, of the Geological 

Survey Department, for one of his ex­
ploring trips· through Labrador, a varnished cedar 
canoe, r8 ft. long, 40 in. beam, 19 in. ~eep, that 
weighed less than go lbs. and which he said one man 
carried over a three-mile portage without stopping. 
This canoe was frequently loaded with a burthen of 
1500 lbs. It did its work well but it was rather light 
for the heavy work. All other canoes we built for 
him were heavier and stronger. Several of them were 
painted basswood canoes, but_ many were of varnished 
cedar. 

USED FREELY IN GOVERNMENTAL 
WORK. 

WE have als'o built these large canoes for M. 
Deville, of the Department of the Interior, 

Surveyor-General, who first used our canoes in govern­
ment work, and for .:Messrs. -A. E. Barlow, R. G. 
McConell, W. Mcinnis, Dr. Bell, R. W. Ells and 
other members of the Geological Survey . Department 
and Department of the Interior, and also for the 
Crown Lands Depart~11ent of Quebec, for the New­
foundland Government, for Mr. King of.the Depart­
-ment of the Interior for · the International Boundary 
Sur.vey between Canada and Alaska, and for the 
United Sta~es Geological Survey, for their work both 
in the United State? and Alaska, and they have been 
·nearly all canoes ranging from No. 67 to No. 69, XX 
several of varnished but most of them were of painted 
basswood, according to what they were required for 
and the work thev had to do. This shows that the 
canoe most desir~ble for this work. is a good large 
canoe from r8 to 19 ft. long. Such canoes are s_afe, 
carry a large load, are easily handled and portaged. 
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PETERBOROUGH CANOE CO., Limited. 

We have also built many canoes of special design 
and for use in very special circumstances. vVe al'e 
familiar with this class of work, and our resources are 
equal to any call. 

We covered the bottoms of some canoes for Prof. 
Pike, of Toronto,-for special hard work in shallow 
rivers-with longitudinal strips of oak, so as to save 
them when dragged over, stones in shallow rivers, 
and they answered very well. 

A folding cano~ to strap on the side of a waggon 
box, so that it could be used for exploring ponds and 
lakes, etc., for the Geological Survey Department. 

We built canoes for Mr .. McColl, Inspector of In­
dians in the North West, and also for other Inspectors. 
Several· of them were 19 ft. and some 23 ft. long, 
with portable cabins, and which could be arranged to 
paddle, row or sail, and so arranged .that everything 
could be taken out for portaging. 

We built several cedar rib canoes for .Mr Malterner 
who has made several trips down the 1VlacKenzie 
River, and this year we built him a 17 ft. cedar rib 
canoe, with inside gunwales and combing-, and he 
started.from Edmonton and wintered at Great Slave 
Lake, and continued his. journey this· spring. 

ONE OF OUR LIGHT CANOES· SEE NEXT PAGE· 
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